
Lear Theater become a 
reality.  A marketing study 
and new business plan 
have been completed.  
Joyce Trombley, Board 
President, believes this is a 
new beginning for the Lear 
Theater.  She says “the 
new Board is moving 
quickly to update the 
Lear’s Strategic Plan.   We 
will tackle the many 
decisions that need to be 
made to ensure the Lear 
Theater becomes and 
remains the premier arts 
organization in our 
community for many years 
to come.” 

Twelve new members 
were recently elected to the 
Board of Directors for the 
Lear Theater.  Each 
par t i c ipa ted  i n  an 
orientation training that 
was geared to educate and 
stimulate their interest in 
moving the Lear closer to 
completion.  Board 
E f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d 
Leadership Committee 
Chair Charlotte McConnell 
helped plan the new 
me mb e r s ’  t r a i n i ng .  
According to Charlotte, 
“We made a targeted effort 
to recruit energetic people 
with specific skill sets for 
our Board.   The next step 

was to provide them the 
best training we could; we 
wan t  t hem to  be 
knowledgeable and active 
participants right from the 
start”.   Gail Sande, Capital 
Campaign Chair, agrees.  
“We are on the right track 
to open the Lear.  We have 
a great mix of people with 
the motivat ion and 
expertise to get the job 
done.” 

 

New members of the 
Board come from a variety 
of business backgrounds, 
and al l  are 100% 
committed to seeing the 
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Lear Theater  

Board of Directors 

Joyce Trombley, President  

Gail Sande, Vice President 

Susan Mayes-Smith, Secretary 

Susan Van Plew, Treasurer 

Jim Mort, Past President 

Scott Gibson, Director 

Neil Bartlett 

John Berkich 

Kenny Dalton 

Mercedes de la Garza 

Antoinette DeVore 

Shanda Lear-Baylor 

Charlotte McConnell 

B.J. North 

Sue Putnam 

Mary Simmons 

Lisa Stokich 

Robert Stokich 

Jennifer Webb 

Emily Wofford Cobb 
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Neil Bartlett is a Senior 
Estimator with Clark & Sulli-
van Constructors.  He has 
been a part of the Lear 
Project since the beginning 
while working with Clark & 
Sullivan. 
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John Berkich is the Assis-
tant County Manager for 
Washoe County, and re-
sides in the burgeoning 
downtown area along the 
Truckee River. 

Kenny Dalton is a Reno 
Firefighter and active in the 
African American commu-
nity and bringing aware-
ness to Paul R. Williams, 
the architect of the Lear 
Theater. 

Mercedes de la Garza is a 
successful architect and 
owns her own company, de 
la Garza Studios. 

Antoinette DeVore is active 
in the arts community, is a 
former performer and cur-
rently works as a consultant 
for IGT. 

Scott Gibson is an engineer 
and works as a Project 
Manager for the RTC. 

Sue Putnam is the Public 
Relations Director for the 
University of Nevada, 
Reno. 

Mary Simmons is Vice 
President of External Af-
fairs with Sierra Pacific 
Power Co. 
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Lisa Stokich owns a design 
company, LNS Design, 
specializing in interior and 
spatial design. 

Robert Stokich is a Market-
ing Consultant.  He owns 
his own business,  
MarketingWorks! 

Emily Wofford Cobb is the 
Public Relations Manager 
for the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine. 

Jennifer Webb owns Magic 
Communications, a busi-
ness and communication 
consulting firm.  She also 
runs her own non-profit, the 
Shakespeare Animal Fund. 
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